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They had some thousand foot, armed in the rudest manner,
and fifteen hundred or more horse, well-appointed and danger-
ous. For a time the north lay at their mercy. Sussex dared not
give battle, since his Yorkshire levies, with father, son, or
brother among the rebels, might desert, as some of the garrison
at Barnard Castle, who leapt over the walls to join the besiegers.
The moral effect of a defeat would have been disastrous. The
rebels marched south towards Mary at Tutbury, from which she
was hurried away to Coventry in the nick of time. Not daring to
venture much beyond York, nor to attack that city, they re-
turned north again, with the spirit evaporating from their men.
A detachment took Hartlepool, deceived by the ebullient Span-
ish ambassador into hope of help from Alva; others besieged
and captured Barnard Castle.

In the meantime, from every quarter in the midlands and the
south, levies had been hastily raised, some to go to the Court as
a royal guard, the rest marching slowly and painfully north
along miry roads. In London the noted walkers in St PauFs
were making a harvest-time of rumour, and the frequenters of
fPapists' Corner' and 'Liars* Bench' looked cheerful, for the
tale went that Alva had promised to come and pay his soldiers
their wages in Cheapside and make Elizabeth hear Mass at St
Paul's on Candlemas day nest. Another tale told that ten thou-
sand Scots, coming to the Queen's help, had been given such a
breakfast by the rebels that it had been better they had not come.
But outside the north, the country stood firmly loyal, irrespec-
tive of religious belief, and against the numbers and weapons of
the advancing army the rebels had not a dog's chance. They
broke and fled, without giving battle, and on 2.0 December
1569 their leaders crossed the Border to take refuge among
Mary's Scottish adherents.

Stern was the vengeance meted out to humble offenders. In
every village that had sent men to the Earls, martial law took
its toll. Some six hundred were hanged. They cursed their
leaders, more fortunate than they, who were reserved for the
ordinary process of the law, and for the most part paid for their
with their property, having fled into Scotland or found